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This paper is a work in progress and forms part of an on-going project to identify the ways in 

which treaties forged by the VOC with Southeast Asian rulers disrupted the co-signatory polities. 

I will explain my preliminary findings in two parts. First, I identify and outline some of the 

characteristic traits of early modern polities in the western Malay Archipelago, focussing 

attention primarily but not exclusively on the peninsula and Sumatra. Special interest will be 

given to what could be called lines of friction – that means the different political priorities and 

values that these early modern Malay polities had in comparison to their European peers, and 

the different manner in which they discharged their governing tasks. In the second part, I will 

take a closer look at a number of early modern treaties signed with the VOC and based on these 

identify how these treaties disrupted the co-signatories’ ability to discharge tasks and functions. 

In the final section I will draw some conclusions from these preliminary findings.  
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